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-P. Right! Some force out of itself acts upon
it, otherwise it would remain for ever where it
was, however it might be loosened from the tree.

L.   Would it ?

P. Undoubtedly! for there are only two ways
in which it could be moved ; firstly, by its own
power of motion, or, secondly, the power of some-
thing else moving it. Now, the first power you
acknowledge it has not; the cause of its motion
must therefore be the second. And what that is,
was the subject of the philosopher's inquiry.

L. But everything falls to the ground as well
as an apple, when there is nothing to keep it up.

P. True; there must, therefore, be a univers-
al cause of this tendency to fall.

L.    And what is it ?

P. Why, if things above the earth cannot
move themselves towards it. there must be some
other cause of their descending to it; and this
must be that the earth draws or attracts them.

L. But the earth is no more animate than
they are ; so how can it draw ?

P. Well objected! This will bring us to the
point. Sir Isaac Newton, after deep meditation,
discovered that there was a law in nature called
attraction, by virtue of which every particle of
matter, that is, everything of which the world
is composed, draws towards it every other particle
of matter, with a force proportioned to its size
and distance. Lay two marbles on the table.
They have a tendency to come together, and if
there were nothing else in the world, they would